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Thank You!
ÅWA Department of Agriculture

ÅAgriculture & Water Quality Advisory Committee 

ÅWA Farm Bureau

ÅWA State Dairy Federation

ÅCattle Producers of WA

ÅPuget Soundkeeper Alliance

ÅWA Association of Conservation Districts

ÅWA State Water Resources & Cattle Feeders Association

ÅPacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association

ÅWA State Potato Commission

ÅWA Environmental Law Center

ÅWA State Hay Growers Association

ÅWA Association of Wine Grape Growers

ÅWA Association of Wheat Growers

ÅPacific Northwest Direct Seed Association

Å CAFO Permitteeõs

Å Maia Bellon , ECY

Å Jon Jennings , ECY

Å Bill Moore , ECY retired

Å Chery Sullivan , WSDA

Å Heather Bartlett , ECY

Å Vince McGowan , ECY

Å Wym Matthews , ODA

Å Nick Peak , EPA Region 10

Å N3

Å Whatcom Conservation District

Å NRCS
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Who is this lady? 
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Perennial grass seed
Beet seed
Hazelnut
Row crops

Sweet corn
Peppermint
Blueberries
Specialty crops



Todayõs Goals

ÅCAFO General Permit overview

ÅCurrent program coverage

ÅFuture steps

4



Program Building - Example

Whatcom County Outreach 

ïFrequent, invited visits

ïFace to face time with permittees 

ïTechnical assistance
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Program Building

ÅWSDAõs Dairy Nutrient Advisory Committee

ÅWSDA bi-weekly staff meetings

ÅExpand across the state

o Permit Implementation Team

o Utilize Extension offices for remote meetings
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Todayõs CAFO Program

ÅMemorandum of Understanding (WSDA ðECY)

ÅWSDA = face of the permit

ÅEcology = NPDES authority, issues CAFO permits
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Working with the permit as currently written

2017 2018 2019 2021

Current CAFO Permit Timeline

2020
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2022



One Permit, Two Options
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Combined permit: 

surface and 

groundwater 

discharges

State permit: 

groundwater 

discharges only



Challenge of Implementation

ÅCAFO General Permit = statewide standards of 

protection

ÅEnd goals is the same for everyone

ÅHow we get there is unique
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Benefits of Permit Coverage

ÅDocumentation

ÅProtection from third party lawsuits
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Current Permit Coverage
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Combined, In 
Progress, 9

State, Issued, 4

Combined, 
Issued, 20

General Permit Types



Current Permit Coverage
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5

7

1

1

Dairy, 18

Beef, 4

Chicken, 1
Heifer, 1

CAFO Permit Types
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